Another educational advantage of these residential appointments is the fact that the holder of them finds that he is expected to rely upon himself. He will act, of course, under the general supervision of the medical superintendent, and will be encouraged to consult with him and his senior colleagues in matters of difficulty, but the treatment of the cases has necessarily, as a rule, to be left in his hands. He will be required to carry out special methods of investigation himself.
He will have many opportunities of using such instruments as the laryngoscope, the ophthalmoscope, the sphygmomanometer, etc.; he will be expected to familiarise himself with the use of the z-ray apparatus, to employ electricity for therapeutic and diagnostic purposes, and to apply the ordinary chemical and microscopical methods for the examination of blood, urine, etc.
He will gain experience in, giving anaesthetics, the minor surgical work will be left in his hands, and he will be required to assist at the major operations. 
